
 

 

			 
 

 
                 
 

Minutes of the North Laine Community Association residents' meeting 
17th October 2017 

 
Present: Francis Clark-Lowes, Peter Fuller, Catherine Clement, Jackie Fuller, Gabrielle 
Villermet, Sarah Dunsmure, Clive Brimmell, Terry Etherton, Roy Skam, Kathy 
Spencer, Kim Curran, Sandy Crowhurst, Barry Leigh, Cllr Lizzie Deane (14)  
 
 1. Apologies for absence 
Jane Griffiths, Pete West, Lyn Turpin, Julia Wilde, Ruth Goodall 
  
2. Minutes of the meeting held on 19th September – Approved 
 
3. Chair's summary for September - October 2017 
• Francis had more recent news than had previously been circulated with the meeting 

agenda. As of 14th October the NLCA owns The North Laine book outright. 
Following correspondence with Selma’s son, Piran, Selma confirmed in writing her 
previous verbal decision to hand the book over to us. In practical terms this means 
all the publishing rights pass to us and we therefore have the right to sell, edit and 
reissue in any form we wish, and at any price we decide, and are no longer liable to 
pay any more money to Brighton Town Press (BTP).  Francis was sure all would 
agree we are very grateful indeed to Selma for this generous gift to the association. 
We have returned one box of books to Selma containing 33 copies of the book so 
that BTP can meet any orders which may still trickle in, but they will not now 
supply the book to third parties for resale. This means we can now supply City 
Books, the only outside outlet they were using - we need to check the income 
arrangement with them. We have undertaken that any reissue of the book, in 
whatever form, will prominently state that Brighton Town Press both suggested and 
financed the production of the first issue, and acknowledge our gratitude to BTP and 
Selma Montfort for this. 

 
• Selma has donated to the NLCA, and Peter Fuller is presently storing the following: 

Slides: photographic slides, taken about 40 years ago. These include things such as 
shopfronts in North Laine. The slides are mounted with descriptions on the slide 
casing, and collected into groups in sheets. 
Brighton Centre Area Study from 1972 (The Wilson-Wormersley plan). 
This is the report that recommended the driving of a large road through North Laine, 
and which the NLCA was founded to resist.  
The North Laine Conservation Area Study, Second Draft, June 1994 by 
Brighton Borough Council. This is apparently now difficult to obtain.  
Again, Francis stated that we are extremely grateful to Selma for these gifts which 
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will help to add to our sense of communal identity. He had already thanked Selma 
via Piran, but Francis felt a more direct and formal thank you letter would be in 
order. The meeting agreed official thanks to Selma proposed by Sarah Dunsmure. 

 
• Sadly, on 4th October Richard Carter resigned from the Management Committee 

and is therefore no longer a trustee. Francis thanked him for his work on refuse 
collection and graffiti, for being a helpful sounding board on other matters, and for 
offering to help with specific issues in the future. 

• On 5th October, in the absence of Sandy, Francis accompanied Roy on a visit to 
'Spaces', in Mocatta House. They have applied for an alcohol license that Roy will 
report on later. 

• Peter Fuller had kindly agreed to take on the rather complicated business of 
negotiating our meeting room rates for Brighthelm for next year. Francis asked for a 
show of hands regarding continuing meetings at the Brighthelm if the cost were 
acceptable, and whether the Stanmer room met our needs. It was generally agreed to 
stay, though it was unclear as to what alternatives may be available. Other seating 
arrangements in the room were discussed, such as a less formal semi-circle layout. 

• Jane Griffiths had set up Google storage for material we wish to save from the 
nlcaonline website. We now need volunteers to help us transfer this over. There was 
a discussion on whether or not the website will be closed down in February 2018 or 
simply not maintained. It was hoped we would be able to pay on a monthly basis in 
order to retain the site while we are working on it. Francis reiterated the need for 
volunteers to step forwards. 

• Francis reminded residents that he had announced he will not stand for the position 
of Chair at the next AGM which is six months away. He reminded everyone that in 
order to continue to function as a charity we must have a Chair, so asked residents to 
think about this. 

 
4. Treasurer's report 
Peter Fuller reported that the newsletter was now paying for itself and in profit. We had 
approximately £9,000 in the account, although £3,000 of this was advance payment 
from advertisers. Our new printers are very good although they do require payment in 
advance. So signatories on our bank account have been adjusted to allow Kim or 
Francis to make payment when necessary. The North Laine book is also doing very 
well, and following the Chair’s report will continue to do so. 
 
5. Social committee report 
Kathy Spencer announced that the comedy night had raised around £300. She gave 
thanks to all who helped and donated raffle prizes. Sandy thanked Kathy for her work.  
 
6. Local action team issues 
Sandy will attend the next LAT Forum, which is 25 October. 



 

 

3 

 
7. Planning 
The NLCA had objected to the 46 Trafalgar Street application as a serious case of 
overdevelopment. As there had also been several individual objections it should go to 
the planning committee.  
 
8. Licensing 
Roy Skam reported the application for a premises licence for Pelicano in Sydney Street 
had been refused. Lizzie had attended the hearing. Considering the Cumulative Impact 
Zone in which the premises is located, the panel had been concerned about the premises 
being in a narrow street with many residential premises close by, and in an area already 
saturated with licensed premises. They considered there was likely to be a negative 
impact on the prevention of public nuisance licensing objective both in terms of noise 
levels within the premises and outside areas, and from people dispersing into the nearby 
area in the late evening adding to the problems of noise and disturbance already 
experienced by residents. They had not been able to categorise as small the 60 covers 
proposed and the food gave the impression of a café bar rather than restaurant. A 
resident added that the Argus had covered the issue, including the NLCA objection.  
 
Spaces at Mocatta House already has a ground floor franchised café and now wants to 
offer alcohol there, as well as on the upper floor, where alcohol is to be provided to 
workers within the flexible office space. The Police intend to object. A hearing is to be 
held on 3 November. Roy foresees a future when half the office spaces in Brighton will 
have liquor licences, so wants to nip this in the bud. He compared it to when newsagents 
began off-sales.  
 
Sechuan Garden at 58 Queens Road wants to extend their existing licence to 2.30 am. 
 
9. Other environmental matters 
In light of Richard Carter having stood down, volunteers for the role were requested.  
Sandy reported that she and Lizzie have been monitoring graffiti in the North Laine for 
years. They have corresponded recently with CityClean regarding fly-tipping by the 
recycling bins in Regent Street and have requested a communal rubbish bin be placed 
there. Lizzie reported that Richard Bradley has now left CityClean and Adrian Ash is 
his successor. 
 
Peter F asked if progress had been made on the Pavilion Gardens public toilets as David 
Sewell is at his wits end and has asked us for help. Francis has not been able to find out 
who to communicate with. Lizzie mentioned the forthcoming Full Council meeting on 2 
November and Peter Fuller said he will ask David Sewell if he would attend with him to 
raise the issue. Sarah suggested inviting Adrian Ash to speak at the NLCA as interim 
Director of CityClean.   
 
Lizzie reported that the cycle hub in Whitecross Street has been removed and will be 
reinstated further along the street. A resident asked whether parking spaces will be 
reinstated – Lizzie will find out.  



 

 

4 

10. Newsletter 
Kim Curran stated that the re-siting of the cycle hub from Whitecross Street will be 
covered in the next edition.  
 
11. Residents' concerns, comments, announcements 
A resident of Sydney Street thanked Lizzie for her work regarding the Pelicano 
application.   
 
*************************************************** 
 
Our guest speaker was Rosemary Allix – a Brighton based writer and broadcaster who 
spoke about her experiences of a world trip and of a world quilt.  
 
The meeting closed at 9.50pm. 
 
 

 

 


